
WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Co-op directors and staff .

PROGRAM

Registration:  8:30 a.m.
Program:  9 a.m.–4 p.m.

COST

1 Skill Builder Credit

Register online at:

http://www.weca.coop/calendar_list.asp

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

Friday, July 22, 2022

PROGRAM LOCATION

Florian Gardens
2340 Lorch Avenue
Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Phone: (715) 832-8836

SLEEPING ROOM BLOCK

Holiday Inn South
4751 Owen Ayres Ct.
Eau Claire, WI
(715) 830-9889

Room Block Code:  Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA)
Room Block Rate (1 King):  $118.95 + tax/night
Room Block Rate (2 Queen):  $113.95 + tax/night
Room Block Expires: Fri., July 1, 2022

Rooms may be available under the room block 
after the cut-off  date only if the hotel has rooms 
available.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Wendy Fassbind at (608) 467-4589 or
wendy@weca.coop

Energy Issues Summit
August 3, 2022 | Florian Gardens, Eau Claire

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Energy Issues Summit provides electric co-op directors and 
staff  with  mely informa  on about energy issues. Our line-up of 
speakers and topics are below. We hope to see you at the Summit!

TENTATIVE AGENDA

9 a.m.  Welcome

9 a.m.  Transition to Renewables—Is There a Bridge?

9:45 a.m. Break

10 a.m.  Now Is the Time for Cooperatives and School 

  Districts to be Talking About Electric School 

  Buses

12 p.m. Lunch & Electric School Bus Tours/Rides

1:15 p.m. How Is This Fall’s Political Landscape Shaping 

  Up and How Does Energy Play Into It?

2 p.m.  Break

2:15 p.m. As We Make the Transition to Cleaner Energy 

  Sources, Will Nuclear Energy Fit in the Mix for 

  Wisconsin?

3:15 p.m. Is This the Summer Wisconsin Will Experience a 

  Californication of Rolling Blackouts?

4 p.m.  Wrap-up and Adjourn

(full agenda on page 2)

222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703-2719
Phone: (608) 467-4589
Fax: (608) 467-4651
www.weca.coop

Thank you to our program sponsors!



August 3, 2022

Energy Issues Summit

8:30 a.m. Registration

9 a.m. Welcome

9 a.m. Transition to Renewables—Is There a Bridge?

During this session, CoBank’s Tamra Reynold will present a refresh on the transition electric cooperatives are 
experiencing with renewables, discuss the topic of natural gas being a bridge fuel, what is likely to happen to natural gas 
before we get to 100% renewables, and what is likely to aff ect wholesale prices on the market, etc.

Tamra Reynolds, managing director, Electric Distribution Lending Division, CoBank, and co-host of CoBank’s “Power Plays” 
podcast 

9:45 a.m. Break

10 a.m. Now Is the Time for Cooperatives and School Districts to be Talking about Electric School Buses 

The federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act includes $5 billion in funding for school districts and other 
organizations to purchase electric school buses and related charging infrastructure over a fi ve-year period ($1B per year 
starting in fi scal year 2022). Administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, your local school districts can 
apply for grant opportunities to purchase electric school buses and the infrastructure needed to charge them. As the 
local electric provider, you need to be in on the ground fl oor when planning begins.

Panel discussion will include:
Anthony Maietta, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Moderator: Keith Dennis, president, Benefi cial Electrifi cation League
Others to be invited

12 p.m. Lunch and Electric School Bus Tours/Rides [Tours/Rides in parking lot]

1:15 p.m. How Is This Fall’s Political Landscape Shaping Up and How Does Energy Play Into It? 

Now that new political maps are in place in Wisconsin and every other state across the country, how do we read the tea 
leaves for this fall’s election? Wisconsin will be home to possibly the most contentious U.S. Senate race in the country 
and the 3rd Congressional District is ranked a top-5 targeted seat by D.C. prognosticators. To help us make sense of the 
top state and federal races and issues in the coming months, and where energy plays into all of this, long-time political 
insider Bill McCoshen will give attendees his best expert in-depth analysis.

William McCoshen, partner, Michael Best Strategies

2 p.m. Break

2:15 p.m. As We Make the Transition to Cleaner Energy Sources, Will Nuclear Energy Fit in the Mix for 

 Wisconsin?

This isn’t just a local question. As the war in Ukraine has reminded the entire world, some European countries have given 
up nuclear as a clean energy option, but now many are second-guessing that decision. Wind and solar energy sources 
may be renewable and clean but they are intermittent. The Russian invasion of Ukraine forced European countries to 
scramble for gas and coal for their energy baseload needs. Did it have to come to this? What it did do is spark a deeper 
conversation on how the U.S. will make a transition to a clean energy future without losing reliability, and we’ll get a 
better understanding if small modular reactors are a technological and politically feasible option for Wisconsin.   
Dr. Benjamin Lindley, assistant professor of Nuclear Engineering and Engineering Physics , UW-Madison Department of 
Engineering Physics

3:15 p.m. Is This the Summer Wisconsin Will Experience a Californication of Rolling Blackouts?

Recent statements coming from the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) and the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO), in which both have expressed concerns about power supply shortages with warmer-than-
normal temperatures predicted for this summer, have electric providers in several states incredibly nervous. It begs 
the question, as we transition to more renewable sources of energy, are we retiring other traditional and more reliable 
power sources too quickly? What is MISO doing to ensure that we don’t experience a shortage? If we do, what protocols 
are in place? Uncertainty is never a pleasant position to be in for electric providers. It is clear that our cooperatives need 
a better understanding of how MISO is planning for the worst.

MISO representative (invited)

4 p.m. Wrap Up and Adjourn


